
Fire
Safety
Student

Fire safety is important for the living 
conditions of  all students. So use 
the following checklist to ensure 
that your house is protected against 
fire and to keep it that way. 

What

to do?

accommodation



may be locked, but the location of  the key 

must be indicated very clearly. Mounting a 

panic exit device or turning knob cylinder 

to the inside of  the door is even better.

When several sockets have  

been looped, there is a risk of 

the power demand growing too 

heavy on the thinnest wire, which could 

overheat in this case, causing a fire. So 

don’t interconnect wall sockets. Be sure to 

fully unwind cable drums. If  you don’t, the 

maximum charge that can be put on it will 

become less because the wire cannot cool 

off as easily.

In addition to air, a cooking hood 

or extractor also attracts grease. 

The greasy layer on the filter 

catches dust particles. The dust sediment 

may catch fire under certain temperatures. 

So a dirty filter means an improperly 

functioning cooking hood and a fire risk. 

Clean your filter regularly after 6 months.

A tumble dryer is a very common  

cause of  fire due to the combined  

presence of  heat, dry air, dust 

and fluff. A dryer may overheat if  it cannot 

get rid of  its heat. A clogged tumble dryer 

filter causes overheating, which might result 

in a fire. So be sure to clean your filter out 

after each drying cycle.

Checklist

Is there at least one functioning smoke or thermic alarm in each common 

corridor and kitchen?

Is there at least one functioning fire extinguisher on each floor and in the 

common kitchen?

Are all escape routes free from obstacles?

Are there no looped wall sockets?

Has the cooker hood filter been replaced or cleaned in the past 6 months?

Is the tumble dryer filter freed from dust after each drying cycle?

Has the property owner filed a valid fire safety report with the municipality?

What to do?

Smoke detectors give off a 

timely alert to occupants in case 

of  fire. The best option is to use 

detectors that are connected to the 

electricity grid and interconnected as well 

(in which case they will all go off at the 

same time). A smoke alarm may also be 

substituted for a thermic alarm; this is a 

possible solution when the smoke alarm 

frequently goes off during cooking.

It is very important to be able  

to take instant action when fire 

breaks out. This means that  

there must be equipment like a f ire 

extinguisher or hose reel in common 

corridors and kitchens. If  there is a fryer  

in your house, you obviously cannot use  

a standard fire extinguisher. You need 

special grease extinguishers in such 

circumstances. Extinguishing equipment 

must also be officially inspected and 

approved each year.

If  a fire breaks out in your house, 

it is important for all occupants 

to be able to find their way out 

as soon as possible. A familiar living 

environment is transformed into a dark 

labyrinth during a fire. So ensure that all 

escape routes are fully passable and free 

from obstacles like cupboards, bicycles, 

beer crates or equipment. Doors must also 

open easily and instantly at all times. Doors 

To take action?
If  you find out you have to answer ‘no’ to one or more questions, please see what 

you can do about it or contact your landlord or lessor.



Buildings must be fireproof. The 

property owner must submit a fire 

safety report to the municipality. 

The report may help you, as tenant, to 

commission repair of  any defects in your 

home (its construction or fittings) by the 

property owner.
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